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Designed to inspire
THE number of Australian
Made furniture companies
at Furnitex 2009 will be

the highest recorded in seven
years, with more than 50 local
manufacturers already confirmed
for this year's trade fair.

Held from July 16-19 at the Mel-
bourne Exhibition Centre, with
the co-located Decoration +
Design Melbourne, the fair will
see the largest ever showcase of
Australian manufacturers.

While the furniture industry,
like most others, has contracted
recently, the Furnishing Industry
Association of Australia remains
positive about opportunities in
the Australian market.

Exhibition director David Con-
nolly said: "The value of the Aus-
tralian dollar has made locally
made furniture very price-
competitive.

"Buying Australian-made prod-
uct provides retailers and con-
sumers with peace of mind.

"Local furniture is of excep-
tional quality, and comes with
extended warranties.

"R.ttailers can choose local
manufacturers who allow them to
place orders based on what's hap-
pening at store level. They are
able to choose from extensive fin-
ishes, fabrics and sizes, with the
flexibility of customisation."

Returning to the 2009 fair is

Sling it The fliertt Stool, designed by
area t`apron of Rich rrtortd for this year's
VNiD compnhlian at Fumitex.

Colby Furniture, which won the
manufacturer of the year award at
Furnitex 2007. Offering a diverse
range of traditional and contem-
porary furniture, Colby's 2009 col-
lection is a return to classicism,
combined with environmental
consciousness and the latest
colour trends.

Fumitex is also delighted to

welcome back Silver Lynx, winner
of the 2007 excellence in design
and manufacture, best dining fur-
niture award at the FIAA VidFas
Furnitex gala dinner. Fully Austra-
lian owned and operated, Silver
Lynx has received multiple accol-
ades for its bedroom, occasional
and dining furniture.

Melbourne-based exhibitor Mol-
mic, whose portfolio includes pro-
jects for Novotel and Mercure
hotels, will celebrate its 10th
Furnitex by exhibiting its award-
winning designs. The range spans
classical, contemporary and vin-
tage, with every detail of each

couch hand-crafted at the com-
pany's Melbourne plant.

Visitors to Furnitex will also
have the chance to see pres-
tigious furniture design compe-
tition VIVID - Vibrant Visions In
Design.

This year, 45 of Australia's most
forward-thinking young designers
have entered more than 100
pieces of furniture in commercial,
concept, student and green
categories.

An international industry sem-
inar series will feature Paul Sim-
mons of textile label Timorous
Beasties (UK), Mark Woodman of
Mark Woodman Design and Color
(USA) and, back by popular
demand, Milou Ket of Milou Ket
Styling and Design (Nether-
lands).

This year Fumitex and Decor-
ation + Design Melbourne is a
key satellite event of the State of
Design Festival (July 15-25).

What: Fumitex 2009 and Decor-
ation + Design Melbourne
Where: Melbourne Exhibition
Centre, Southbank
When: 9-5pm, Thursday, Friday
July 16-17; 10-5pm, Saturday-
Sunday, July 18-19.
Details: 9654 7773 or email
fumitex@aec.net.au
Web: www.fumitex.com.au or
www.decorationdesign.com.au
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Laid back: The LgMen Lounger,
desIgned by Corey Baker of
S r more Holghr.
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